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The Department of Writing and Linguistics is pleased to announce recent student and faculty news: 
• The following current GSU students were selected by an outside panel of judges as the nominees for the 2019 
AWP Intro Journal Awards: 
o “Airwashed” by Paige Peterson (fiction) 
o “10/20” by Darren Winters (creative nonfiction) 
o “Underground Stories” by Kathryn Grafton (poetry) 
o “from demeter, with love” by Abby Fuller (poetry) 
o “Tulsa” by Conner J. Kirsch (poetry) 
• Janice R. Walker, Ph.D., and Jinrong Li, Ph.D., facilitated a workshop on coding screen-captured data for the 
LILAC (Learning Information Literacy Across the Curriculum) project at the Georgia International Conference on 
Information Literacy on September 29. 
• Lisa Dusenberry, Ph.D., presented “Implementing Psychological Safety Training to Address Workplace Trends in 
Collaboration” at the Council for Programs in Technical and Scientific Communication (CPTSC) Conference, held 
in Minneapolis October 4-6. 
• Nicole Rivas‘s, M.F.A., short story, “Don’t Mention It,” was published in Newfound. 
• Christopher Garland, Ph.D., presented his paper, “The Blackest Art: André Eugène and the Atis Rezistans,” at the 
10th Annual Association for the Study of the Arts of the Present Conference held in New Orleans in October. 
• Amanda Hedrick, M.A., and Sheila Nielsen, M.A., facilitated a writing workshop for 23 students in Jontia Grace’s 
fifth grade class at Mill Creek Elementary School. The workshop was donated by the Georgia Southern Writing 
Project as the grand prize for the Ferst Foundation’s annual fundraiser. Read more about the GSWP and Ferst 
Foundation collaboration in the Statesboro Herald article, “Local children make ‘change’ for literacy.” 
• Amanda Hedrick, M.A. and co-director of Georgia Southern Writing Project, read to pre-schoolers at Statesboro 
High School as part of Dr. Alissa Sasser’s, Assistant Principal of Curriculum and Instruction at SHS, initiative to 
bring together community leaders and young readers. 
• Amanda Hedrick, M.A., led an art journaling workshop at the Sexual Assault Survivors Conference on October 
13th. This annual conference is hosted by The Teal House: Statesboro Regional Sexual Assault and Child 
Advocacy Center. 
• Janet Dale, M.F.A., was named the Professor of the Week (Oct 12) by the Georgia Southern Football Team. 
• Christina Olson‘s, M.F.A., poem “Self-Portrait as Mastodon Remains” (originally published in Alaska Quarterly 
Review) was featured on the website Poetry Daily. She has been selected to serve as faculty for the 2019 
Sewanee Young Writers’ Conference, where she will teach workshops in poetry and creative nonfiction. 
• Russell Willerton, Ph.D., published “Out of the Abstract and Into Your Real Life” in Intercom, the magazine of the 
Society for Technical Communication. 
• Katherine Fallon, M.F.A., placed three poems in the literary journal Oxidant Engine, which are available to read 
online, and published one poem in the literary journal Birds Piled Loosely, which is available to read online. 
• Laura Valeri, M.F.A., published “More Than Skin-Deep: Reading Past Whiteness in Hemingway’s ‘Hills Like White 
Elephants’” about Hemingway and racial bias in the Journal of Creative Writing Studies. 
• Melissa Carrion‘s, Ph.D., article, “‘You need to do your research’: Vaccines, contestable science, and maternal 
epistemology” (published in the journal Public Understanding of Science) was the recipient of two national 
awards: the 2018 Article of the Year Award from the Association for the Rhetoric of Science, Technology, and 
Medicine, and the 2018 Anita Taylor Outstanding Published Article Award from the Organization for the Study of 
Communication, Language, and Gender. 
• Lisa Dusenberry, Ph.D., presented “Problem Solving, Adaptation, and Collaboration: Professional and Technical 
Communication in Three Keywords” at the South Atlantic Modern Language Association Conference, held in 
November in Birmingham, Ala. 
• Carol Jamison, Ph.D., published “To Be or Not To Be: Arya Stark, Theatre, and the Power of Performance” in  You 
Win or You Die: Performances of Gender, Death, and Power in Game of Thrones. 
• Melissa Carrion, Ph.D., and Joanna Schreiber‘s, Ph.D., paper titled “From Product to Process: Mapping the Use 
of Research in Public Controversies” was presented at the annual meeting of the National Communication 
Association in Salt Lake City, Utah, and was designated a “top paper” by the Association for the Rhetoric of 
Science, Technology, and Medicine.  Dr. Carrion also presented a paper titled “Risk Ecologies: A Theoretical and 
Methodological Framework” in the Rhetoric and Communication Theory Division. 
• Carol Jamison, Ph.D., presented “The Chronological Migration of the Seven Deadly Sins: From the Fourth Lateran 
Council to Internet Culture” at the Southeast Medieval Association, and she presented “Spanglish, Spanish, and 
the Continuing Evolution of English” at both the Liberty Center and Armstrong Campus as part of The Brown Bag 
Series. 
• Amanda Hedrick, M.A, and Katherine Fallon, M.F.A, presented with Georgia Southern colleagues Baker Rogers, 
Ph.D, and Peggy Shannon-Baker, Ph.D, at the National Women’s Studies Association conference in Atlanta. The 
panel titled “Queering Southern: Insurgent Queer Practices in the Rural South” was partially sponsored by the 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies (WGSS) program. 
• Dr. Lisa Costello was awarded the 2018 CLASS Award of Distinction in Teaching at the spring 2018 CLASS 
meeting. 
• Dr. Lori Amy is the subject of a recent Fulbright Alumni Feature and received a $2,000 grant for OTTOnomy from 
the James R. Dougherty, Jr. Foundation. 
• Dr. Melissa Carrion‘s article in Public Understanding of Science was the recipient of the 2018 Anita S. Taylor 
Outstanding Published Article Award from the Organization for the Study of Communication, Language, and 
Gender 
• Drew Keane’s article “An Examination of the Book of Common Prayer as Technical Writing for an Oral-Aural 
Culture” has been accepted for publication in the Journal of Technical Writing and Communication. 
• Dr. Melissa Carrion and Dr. Joanna Schreiber‘s paper, “From Product to Process: Mapping the Use of Scientific 
Research in Public Controversies” was designated a “Top Paper” by the Association for the Rhetoric of Science, 
Technology, and Medicine for the upcoming meeting of the National Communication Association. 
• Professor Kat Fallon’s poetry chapbook, The Toothmaker’s Daughters, will be released by Finishing Line Press. 
• Professor Nicole Rivas’s flash fiction chapbook, A Bright and Pleading Dagger, is available from Rose Metal Press 
• Dr. Christopher Garland published a column, “Advice for changing positions as a junior faculty member,” 
with Inside Higher Ed. 
• Alumnus Anthony Setari (’09) was named to the 40 Under 40 List by the Georgia Southern University Alumni 
Association. He is a Data Fellow, Research and Evaluation Specialist with District of Columbia Public Schools, 
Washington, DC. He earned a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Education Sciences from the University of Kentucky. 
 
